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4th May – 9th May
2020

Northgate School
weekly newsletter

Hi there, everyone! Welcome to the second issue of the newsletter.
Introduction to the
This week, we have a delicious scone recipe, another fuzzy pet of
Newsletter
the week and even some homegrown plants! If you have anything
you’d like to input, or any news you’d like to share, please send it
to us at office@northgate.barnet.sch.uk.
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A Message from the Headteacher
Hello to all Northgate students.
I hope you are all continuing to keep busy and positive as we start
week 7 of the lock down. The Prime Minister will make an
announcement on Sunday 9th May 2020 regarding next steps. As
soon as I have any further information regarding school closures,
you will be the first to know.
I have had some lovely emails from parents telling me about some
of the things that you have been doing during the lock down. These
include baking, making dinner for the family, bringing your
parents breakfast in bed, learning new skills and developing art
installations, painting, drawing and sewing. What a talented bunch
you are!
I kn ow some of you are attending school on a different site and I
want to say thank you for demonstrating exemplary behaviour and
commitment to your studies. I know it is not easy being in an
unfamiliar environment.
Please can you make sure you have logged into Google
Classrooms as there is specific work there for you to complete to
support with your curriculum choices and you are able to receive
feedback from your teachers. If there are any problems logging in,
please ask your parents/carers to contact the school and we will
resolve them.
Building work has started today so there is a lot of drilling,
banging and crashing plus a lot of dust. However it will all be
worth it in the end.
As always sending best wishes and see you all soon.

Angela
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A Message from the Assistant Headteacher
Hello to all Northgate Students,
I hope you have all had a good week and are becoming
familiar with Google Classroom. I am really excited that
we are now using this platform and I am looking forward
to receiving your work.
Remember if you have any questions about any aspects of
Google Classroom you can email school at
Office@Northgate.barnet.sch.uk
This week I am really looking forward to celebrating VE
Day on Friday 8th May. This year I will be marking it with
a virtual afternoon tea.
I have contributed a recipe for scones which I will be
making on Friday. Why don't you also give it a try and let
me know what you think? I will be enjoying mine with
some cream and strawberry jam!
At 9pm on Friday The Queen will give a televised address
to the nation. This will be at the exact time her father Kind
George IV gave a radio address 75 years ago. Try to tune
in if you can!
Have a wonderful week,

Anna

3

4

Baking Competition

Anna’s Scone Recipe
Ingredients

Take a photo of your
finished cake and
send it to us at
office@northgate.

350g self raising flour
1/4 tsp salt
1tsb baking powder

barnet.sch.uk,

85g butter (cut into cubes)

for a chance to WIN
your photograph in
the next newsletter!

3 tbsp caster sugar
175ml milk
1tsp vanilla extract
Beaten egg (to glaze)
Squeeze lemon juice
Jam and cream to serve

Method
1. Heat oven to 220C/fan 200C/gas 7.
2. Tip 350g self-raising flour into a bowl with ¼ tsp salt and 1 tsp baking powder, then
mix.
3. .Add 85g butter cubes, then rub in with your fingers until the mix looks like fine
crumbs then stir in 3 tbsp caster sugar.
4. Put 175ml milk into a jug and heat in the microwave for about 30 secs until warm, but
not hot.
5. Add 1 tsp vanilla extract and a squeeze of lemon juice, then set aside for a moment.
6. Put a baking sheet in the oven.
7. Make a well in the dry mix, then add the liquid and combine it quickly with a cutlery
knife.
8. Scatter some flour onto the work surface and tip the dough out. Dredge the dough
and your hands with a little more flour, then fold the dough over 2-3 times until it’s a
little smoother. Pat into a round about 4cm deep.
9. Take a 5cm cutter and dip it into some flour. Plunge into the dough, then repeat until
you have four scones. You may need to press what’s left of the dough back into a
round to cut out another four.
10. Brush the tops with a beaten egg, then carefully place onto the hot baking tray.
11. Bake for 10 mins until risen. Generously top with jam and cream and ENJOY!
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Want your furry
friend to be pet of
the week? Email a
photo and
information about

Pet of the Week!
This week’s pet of the week is … Sonny! Here’s
what he had to say.

their favourite
snack, sleeping
place, and activity to
office@northgate.
barnet.sch.uk!

Zzzz. Hmm. What? Oh, hello!
Sorry, you just caught me in the middle
of a snooze. My name is Sonny! I’m
five years old, and I’m a big ginger
tomcat. Here is a portrait my human did
of me the other day – don’t you think
it’s good? I think I look extremely
handsome and majestic. I like to find
strange places and positions to sleep in
– here’s a picture of a particularly cozy
suitcase I found once! My human kept
trying to put clothes in it – I think she
didn’t realise it was actually my bed. My
favourite snack is whatever my human
is eating. She absolutely loves to share
her food with me, even though she
pretends she doesn’t! Cheerio!
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Marian’s Guide to Growing Tomato Plants
How to grow tomato plants from a tomato!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Get a small pot (a yogurt carton will do).
Put a few pebbles in the bottom for drainage then add some soil to it.
Water it well.
Cut a slice from a tomato and add it to the pot.
Cover it with a little more soil.
Put it on your windowsill or somewhere warm.
Keep the soil moist.

You should see some plants growing in the next week or so.
More next week!
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Literary Corner
The reading suggestion for this week is …
This week, the
recommended read
is The Perks of
Being a
Wallflower, by
Stephen Chbosky.
It follows Charlie
during his
freshman year of
high school as he
makes and loses
friends,
experiments with
his sexuality, and
comes to grips with
his past.

What are you reading?
Send us the title and author’s name to
office@northgate.barnet.sch.uk and we’ll put the book
you’re reading in the newsletter!
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Jo’s Inspirational Quote of the Week
This week, we have an inspirational quote from China:

“In the midst of chaos, there is also opportunity.”
- Sun Tzu

A statue of Sun Tzu in Japan

Although this quote comes from a Chinese General during war time, it
can be effectively applied to our lives right now. In this time of
uncertainty and chaos we can all take the opportunity to engage in
something that we didn’t have time to do when things were "normal".
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Useful Websites
Education
khanacademy.org
Khan Academy has lots of lessons on all sorts of subjects. It covers the basics right
through to university-level education, so is a really flexible resource.
bbc.co.uk/bitesize
BBC Bitesize has daily lessons for all ages as well as lots of other excellent educational
content.

Mental Wellbeing
www.kooth.com
Kooth is a digital mental health support service. It gives children and young people
easy access to an online community of peers and a team of experienced counsellors.
www.calm.com
A website that can help you relax and get better sleep.
nightline.ac.uk
If you need someone to talk to at night, nightline are there to support you.

Healthy Living
bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
BBC Supermovers helps you learn whilst you exercise! Make sure you are exercising
daily and eating a full and varied diet.

Entertainment
http://www.supermundane.com/public_html/supercolouringin.html
Free downloads for colouring in.

9

10

Messages from staff
Imahn

Hiya! I hope you’re all well and keeping it real. This week I’d like to
recommend the following podcast: Brains On!
“Brains On! is an award-winning audio show for kids and families.
Each week, a different kid co-host joins Molly Bloom to find answers
to fascinating questions about the world. Our mission is to encourage
kids’ natural curiosity and wonder using science and history…but
there’s no age limit on curiosity, and episodes of Brains On can be
enjoyed by anyone.”

Ellen

Hello there to everyone at home! I hope you’re having an alright week.
I have been knitting my mum a cardigan! It’s been difficult because
there are lots of complicated parts, but I’ve learned new knitting skills
with this project and I’m very happy I did it! I am really looking
forward to seeing you all soon and hearing about what you’ve been up
to. My film recommendation for this week is From Up on Poppy Hill!
It’s a Studio Ghibli film, and it’s brilliant.

Soon Hee

May the 4th be with you all this week *Insert lifesaver emoji* xD I
know a few of you like superheroes... I tell you I'm still rooting for DC
-_- hope you all have a week of combating and accomplishing your
school work! Trying out superhero analogy's if you all haven't
noticed.. I know some of you may be cringing right now lol have a
good week everyone :)

Sharon

Hi, I hope that you are taking this opportunity to be creative.
If you are struggling for ideas you can visit
http://www.supermundane.com/public_html/supercolouringin.html
here you will find free downloads for colouring in. Enjoy!
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Jo

Hi all! I hope you can be as
smiley as this little fox!
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Sudoku Fun!
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